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Service from 1942 to 1946 and served two
years of that time training medical officers and
working on a cholera control team and as area
medical rehabilitation officer in China. He re-
turned to China on at least six other occa-
sions, including earlier this year when he
again met with medical colleagues he had first
known 60 years ago. He has studied occupa-
tional and environmental health along the
U.S.-Mexico border, and has consulted for the
World Health Organization.

Dr. Abrams received degrees of Doctor of
Medicine and Master of Science from the Uni-
versity of lllinois in 1940 and a Master of Pub-
lic Health from Johns Hopkins University in
1947. He received his bachelor's degree from
Northwestern University in 1936.

Through the years, Dr. Abrams, 92, has pur-
sued his goals with a soft voice and a smile.
He knows that this nation still does not provide
health care for all, and last year wrote an op-
ed article reminding Tucson newspaper read-
ers that 45 million Americans remain without
health insurance.

A poster on a wall in his office asks: “What-
ever happened to health care for the poor?”
Dr. Abrams answered the question for Arizona
Daily Star reporter Jane Erikson earlier this
year, saying: “Not much . . . we still have a
longwaystogo. . .”

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARTHA BURK
HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to a remarkable individual whose record of
service to the women’s movement across this
country and around the world is second to
none. For the past thirty years, Dr. Martha
Burk has devoted her life to advancing equal-
ity for women. | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in saluting Dr. Burk’s record of advo-
cacy, activism and achievement.

Martha Burk was born in 1941 to Ivan Lee
Burk and Dorothy May Dean, who owned a re-
tail clothing store in the small east Texas town
of Pasadena. She married while still an under-
graduate and earned a BS from the University
of Houston in 1962. She spent the next few
years at home raising her two sons, Mark and
Ed Talley. Refusing to accept the limited ca-
reer options then open to women, she earned
a PhD in psychology from the University of
Texas in 1974.

After her first marriage ended, Dr. Burk
moved to Kansas and became active in the
Wichita chapter of the National Organization
for Women (NOW). She gradually built her re-
sume as a political psychologist and women’s
equity expert through work as a university re-
search director, management professor, and
adviser, consultant, or board member for an
array of political campaigns and organizations
including NOW’s national board. Dr. Burk and
her husband, Dr. Ralph Estes, moved to
Washington, D.C. in 1990 and founded the
Center for Advancement of Public Policy
(CAPP). Dr. Burk is president of CAPP and re-
cently completed a five-year tenure as Chair
of the National Council of Women’s Organiza-
tions (NCWO), a network of over 200 national
women’s groups collectively representing ten
million women.
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Under Dr. Burk’s leadership, NCWQO’s mem-
bership more than doubled as she brought
new energy, inspiration, and resources to the
largest network of women’s organizations in
the nation. Over the past five years, Dr. Burk
has focused on involving the next generation
of American women in feminist politics. Under
her leadership, young women at NCWO
launched the Younger Women’s Task Force,
an exciting nationwide grassroots effort to en-
gage women in their twenties and thirties in
women’s issues and the public policy debate.
Dr. Burk has also developed and invigorated
NCWO’s summer internship program, New
Faces More Voices, a unique program that
trains college students to engage in effective
advocacy and organizing around feminist so-
cial justice issues.

In addition to her extensive work promoting
women’s equality in the U.S., Dr. Burk has
also worked internationally to advance wom-
en’s rights. She has organized training work-
shops with women’s NGOs internationally in
Macedonia and Kuwait, under the sponsorship
of USAID, and has conducted training in the
U.S. for delegations from Russia, Botswana,
Korea, Romania, Bulgaria, and the Middle
East. She has recently been a member of offi-
cial U.S. Delegations to international con-
ferences in Iceland, Lithuania, Estonia, and
China. Named one of Ms. Magazine’s women
of the year in 2003, Dr. Burk’s syndicated col-
umns have been published in major news-
papers and magazines around the globe, and
she has appeared on news shows around the
nation.

A former board member of the National
Committee on Pay Equity, Dr. Burk has fought
throughout her career to end sex discrimina-
tion in the workplace. Citing the taxpayer-fi-
nanced advantages business leaders enjoy at
the exclusive Augusta National Golf Club, she
led the effort to open membership to women.
The power elite’s response to this controversy
exposed how deeply sex discrimination is in-
grained in the culture of corporate America.
Her recent book, Cult of Power: Sex Discrimi-
nation in Corporate America and What Can Be
Done About It, explores how systemic barriers
of social injustice were put in place and how
they can be brought down. Currently, Dr. Burk
is focusing her energies full time on furthering
women’s progress in the workplace as the di-
rector of NCWO’s Corporate Accountability
Project.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to pay tribute to
Dr. Martha Burk and to recognize her three
decades of heroic commitment to women’s
progress. | am confident that her work will
continue to influence and inspire this genera-
tion and future generations to fight for equality.
| ask all of my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing Dr. Martha Burk for her unparalleled con-
tribution to her country.
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IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED FUND-
ING FOR THE NATIONAL
SCIENCE FOUNDATION IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE
AND JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2006

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the commitment this Con-
gress has made to the budget of the National
Science Foundation, NSF. Over a 10-year pe-
riod, we have increased NSF funding 45.2
percent in real terms, and in a tough budget
climate we are increasing NSF appropriations
by 2.4 percent over last year.

The NSF is perhaps the government’s most
efficient and effective agency. It provides the
backbone of our Nation’s basic research ef-
forts and strengthens our institutions of higher
education by funding that research at univer-
sity campuses across the country. The NSF
also supports science education in grades K—
12 to ensure future generations of Americans
are equipped to carry on our tradition of inno-
vation and prosperity. Every dollar appro-
priated to the National Science Foundation is
an investment in this country’s future.

Mr. Speaker, we need more investment in
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, STEM. This appropriation is a good
first step. However, if this country is to keep
pace and maintain its leadership in the global
economy, we must greatly expand and im-
prove STEM education for children and col-
lege students and continue to increase our
support of American innovation.

| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
this appropriation for the NSF and renewing
this country’s commitment to innovation and
economic competitiveness.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL OF NOKOMIS, IL

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the people of Nokomis, IL, on
the occasion of their town’s sesquicentennial.

The earliest settlers began arriving in
Nokomis Township in 1840. The first perma-
nent dwelling was built by Hugh Hightower
around 1843. The first sermon was preached
by Rev. J.I. Crane, a Methodist Episcopal min-
ister. The Baptist congregation was organized
in 1856 and Lutherans became active in the
community in 1852.

The first school was taught in the home of
Henry Lower in 1848, while the first school
was later built in 1853. Since then, the
Nokomis community has continued to grow
and to prosper—offering its residents a loving
place in which to raise their families, establish
life-long friendships, conduct their business, to
work, to learn, to worship, and to give thanks
for God’s blessings.

Today, Nokomis is known as a vital link
within downstate central lllinois. For more in-
formation on all that the people of Nokomis
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have to offer, | encourage you to visit http://
www.nokomisonline.com/.

| wish the people of Nokomis my heartfelt
best as they celebrate their sesquicentennial.

———————

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT TEX
HALL, NATIONAL CONGRESS OF
AMERICAN INDIANS

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a person who | consider not only
a leader in Indian Country, but a friend, Tex
Hall, for all of his hard work as President of
the National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI). Tex Hall is a man who has led by ex-
ample, dedicating himself to advancing the
standard of living for our Nation’s first citizens
through bold vision, dedication, and integrity.
A tireless advocate, Tex has used his position
as NCAI president to promote strong tribal
sovereignty through self-governance. He has
addressed both the challenges and opportuni-
ties that lie before today’s American Indian
and Alaska Native nations.

As Tex stated earlier this year in his State
of Indian Nations address, tribes are “A vital
part of this country’s conscience, its past and
its future . . . Strong, healthy tribal self-gov-
ernance is not just good for the economy of
tribal nations, but for the economy of the
United States as a whole . . . Today, Indian
Country is moving forward and in the right di-
rection,”

For Tex Hall, 2005 marks the end of four
outstanding years as head of the National
Congress of American Indians, the Nation’s
oldest and largest Native American organiza-
tion, representing over 200 Indian tribes in the
continental United States and Alaska. Tex’s
successful 2001 election marked the first time
in history that an individual from his tribe, or
from the state of North Dakota, had been cho-
sen to lead NCAI. Tex has played a key role
in the great strides that Indian country has
made, keeping promises, and making a dif-
ference in the lives of Indian people—for gen-
erations to come.

Tex G. Hall—whose Indian name “Ihbudah
Hishi” means “Red Tipped Arrow”’—grew up
on his family’s cattle ranch in Mandaree, lo-
cated in the heart of the Mandan, Hidatsa and
Arikara Nation in North Dakota. One of eight
children, Tex and his three brothers and four
sisters were instilled with a deep respect and
appreciation for education. In the mid-1970’s,
Tex received his high school diploma at a time
when fewer than 40 percent of the Nation’s
Native Americans were graduating from high
school. Persistent in his educational quest,
Tex attained his bachelors degree—in an era
when only 8 percent of his fellow Native Amer-
icans graduated from college—and proceeded
to obtain a Masters degree in educational ad-
ministration.

Tex wished to instill the importance of edu-
cation in the Indian youth of his reservation.
For 11 years, Tex served as the Super-
intendent and Principal of Mandaree School.
Both his classroom instruction and basketball
coaching earned Tex 1995’'s award of North
Dakota Indian Educator of the Year. To this
day, Tex lives and learns by example—he is
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currently pursuing a Ph.D. degree in edu-
cation.

As a committed leader, Tex followed in the
footsteps of both his father and grandfather,
winning a seat on the Tribal Council of the
Three Affiliated Tribes (comprised of the
Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara tribes, having
joined together in the mid-1800’s) at Fort
Berthold in New Town, North Dakota. Eventu-
ally becoming the Chairman of his tribe—ex-
actly 40 years after his grandfather was elect-
ed Chairman—Tex has served two terms, win-
ning re-election in 2002. Among other posi-
tions, Tex has served as Secretary and Treas-
urer of the United Tribes Technical College,
Chairman of the Great Plains Tribal Chair-
mans’ Association, Chairman of the Native
American Bank Corporation, Co-Chairman of
the National Tribal Leaders Task Force on
Trust Reform, and President of the NCAI
President’s Health Technology Task Force.

As president of NCAI, Tex successfully
worked to ensure that the government-to-gov-
ernment relationship and consultation was
strictly adhered to on all important matters. As
Co-chair of the Task Force on Indian Trust
Funds, he brought together representatives of
all tribes together with the Department of Inte-
rior to work through problems with trust fund
management. He is truly a uniter and not a di-
vider as he has managed to work with Indian
country to consolidate and unite on like mat-
ters.

Tex has also worked with me in my capacity
as the Ranking Democrat on the Resources
Committee on legislation to protect Indian sa-
cred sites from being destroyed by human
abuse. We worked together on drafting the
Native American Sacred Lands Act and Tex
stood shoulder to shoulder with me as we an-
nounced the introduction of this important leg-
islation. Though we have not been able to
enact this bill as of yet, | know Tex will con-
tinue to fight with me to protect the rights and
the sites that our first Americans hold sacred.

Tex Hall has been a major force in several
advancements made by tribal governments on
a national level. In 1999, Tex chaired a meet-
ing on Indian treaty issues with President Clin-
ton and representatives of the Great Plains
Tribes. In 2000, as a result of that meeting
and others, President Clinton signed an Exec-
utive Order on Consultation with Indian Tribal
Governments, stating, “There is nothing more
important in federal-tribal relations than fos-
tering true government-to-government rela-
tions to empower American Indians and Alas-
ka Natives to improve their own lives, the lives
of their children, and the generations to come.
We must continue to engage in a partnership,
so that the First Americans can reach their full
potential. . . . This Executive Order builds on
prior actions and strengthens our government-
to-government relationship with Indian tribes.”

Multiple hurdles still obstruct elevation of the
standard of living for Indian people. As Tex
told Judy Sarashon of the Washington Post in
2004, “Unfortunately, the first Americans have
been the forgotten Americans.” Nevertheless,
Tex Hall is a man who continues to dedicate
his life to advancing the opportunities for In-
dian Country; an assiduous champion in the
fight to protect Indian sacred sites, | have had
the honor to work with Tex and hope to suc-
cessfully pass legislation that addresses the
protection of Native American sacred lands.

Whether it is his work strengthening the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, tackling the fight to
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protect sacred sites, or his willingness to travel
wherever needed to help work out a problem,
Tex Hall will be remembered as a great presi-
dent of the National Congress of American In-
dians; and | am proud to call him my friend.
Tex, thank you for your service.

———

INFLUENZA VACCINE REQUIRES
SHOTS

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, |
support the Administration’s plans for com-
bating an Influenza Pandemic, including meas-
ures to increase the capacity of the vaccine in-
dustry so that we have enough influenza vac-
cine to protect all Americans within 6 months
of an outbreak.

However, you can'’t drink the Influenza vac-
cine, it has to be delivered with a syringe or
other delivery technology, but the Administra-
tion’s plan does not include any strategies for
acquiring sufficient numbers of appropriate in-
jection devices to deliver the vaccine.

The influenza vaccine will probably require 2
shots, which means that we will need 600 mil-
lion syringes to vaccinate every American.

Without advance planning and stockpiling of
injection devices, hospitals and public health
agencies will not have sufficient numbers of
injection devices to deliver the pandemic influ-
enza vaccine. In fact, without planning and uti-
lizing devices that are designed to ensure the
vaccine is used to its full potential, we may
waste the very vaccine we are working so
hard to acquire.

The Administration has worked diligently
with vaccine manufacturers to ensure there is
additional capacity to produce pandemic influ-
enza vaccines. The same planning and co-
operation must happen with the domestic de-
vice industry. | urge the Administration to sit-
down with the medical device industry to dis-
cuss potential medical device needs and ca-
pacity constraints and develop a plan to en-
sure we are acquiring the appropriate amount
and type of syringes necessary to keep all
Americans safe. It would be a tragedy to
waste life saving vaccine because of a lack of
foresight.

RECOGNIZING STEPHEN A. PERRY

HON. RALPH REGULA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2005

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, | wish to con-
gratulate my constituent, Stephen A. Perry, for
his service to his country as the 17th adminis-
trator of the U.S. General Services Administra-
tion (GSA). The Buckeye State is proud of
Steve as one of the highest ranking Ohioans
serving in the Bush administration.

As administrator, Steve brought an exten-
sive background from both the private sector
and State government. He has effectively led
the GSA during a period where the Federal
Government’s infrastructure has been aging,
but funds have been limited to deal with all
these problems. However, Steve guided GSA
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